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AUDITIONS 


COMING UP 

Auditions will be held in the 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theatre 
on the 3rd floor of Spurk on Fri- 
day, Sept. 11 at 6 p.m. 

Nothing need be prepared for 
the audition. 


NECC coacn’s 
CROSS COUNTRY 


PROGRAM BEGINS 

New NECC coach Thom 
Bradley has started a cross coun- 
try program at the college, the 
first one since 2007. He is confi- 
dent that his running and coach- 
ing history will lead the program 
to be a rousing success. 


SUMMER 2015 
DEAN’S List 
ANNOUNCED 


Dr. William Heineman, vice 
president of academic affairs, 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege, announced the appointment 
of students to the Dean’s List for 
the Summer 2015 term. 

For more information, visit the 
website at www.necc.mass.edu. 


NECC sIGNS HISTORIC 
AGREEMENT WITH THE 
Dominican REPUBLIC’S 
Pusiic UNIVERSITY 


SYSTEM 

On Wednesday, August 12, 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege (NECC), with campuses in 
Haverhill and Lawrence, MA, 
signed a historic agreement with 
the Universidad Autonoma de 
Santo Domingo (UASD), the 
public university system of the 
Dominican Republic at a cere- 
mony held at 420 Common St., 
Lawrence. 

In addition to creating faculty, 
staff, and student exchanges, the 
agreement allows local residents 
with credits from the university 
to seamlessly transfer those cred- 
its to Northern Essex and gradu- 
ates of Northern Essex to transfer 
to the university. 
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A gaggle of resident geese from the reservoir hold up traffic crossing Kenoza Street. 


Please don’t feed the geese 


Geese are creating 
a nuisance for the 
groundskeepers 


By Kim WHITING 
Editor-In-Chief 

Traffic comes to a stop on Ke- 
noza Street more and more often 
these days to let the geese cross 
the road. 

“There’s a good amount of 
geese. I think there’s two main 
groups,” says Steve Shepard, who 
works for the NECC Grounds 
Department on the Haverhill 
campus. Shepard thinks that the 
problem has gotten worse this 
year. 

A group of geese is actually 
called a gaggle. According to the 


Mass Wildlife website, gaggles of 
geese have been passing through 
for centuries along their natural 
migration route. Throughout the 
’60s and ’70s, a relocation project 
was begun to move the geese fur- 
ther inland, apparently for hunt- 
ing purposes. 

Since then, the availability 
of secondary food sources and 
changes in weather patterns have 
caused a change in the behavior 
of the geese. While some groups 
still fly south for the winter, many 
geese have found that is no lon- 
ger necessary and have become 
year-round residents of many 
of the nesting grounds that they 
populate. 

Since each full grown goose 
can produce as much as a pound 


of droppings each day, sanitation 
problems can develop in areas 
where the population is partic- 
ularly large or bold, and once 
geese become established in an 
area, they are reluctant to give it 
up. 

“The geese have been causing 
trouble with (the athletic fields), 
too,” said Shepard. “They seem 
to be getting used to our tactics. 
Like, even the decoys don’t work, 
they just walk right by them 
sometimes.” 

Evidence of this can be seen 
in the form of droppings all along 
the athletic track, just mere feet 
from where a styrofoam coyote 
watches on. “We’re trying ev- 
erything, everything short of air 
horns,” said Shepard. 


When asked about how they 
prepare the athletic field before a 
game, Shepard said that they use 
leaf blowers for both the grass 
and the sidewalks, but sometimes 
they have to resort to shovels to 
clear the mess. 

The geese make their home at 
the Haverhill reservoir just across 
Kenoza Street but they have 
found abundant grazing avail- 
able on the NECC grounds. “It’s 
between here and around where 
the reservoir is. I believe they 
have some sort of sound cannon 
that they can use to push them, 
and then they usually come back 
here... so it’s kind of us sending 
them back and forth to each oth- 
er.” Shepard laughed. 

(continued on page 10) 


NECC/Methuen Police Academy 


graduates first class 


of 


New part of college 


Michael J. Havey, Jr. 


police officer and he’s following 


off to a good start 
with 45 graduates 


By Necc NEwskRooM 


Forty-five new police officers 
graduated from the first class of 
the Northern Essex Community 
College/Methuen Police Acade- 
my in a ceremony at the college 
on June 26. 


Methuen, who has worked as a 
part-time police officer and a se- 
curity guard at Northern Essex, 
has been hired by the Methuen 
Police Department, and he was 
planning to start his first shift that 
Sunday at 12:30 a.m. 

“JT loved this program,” he 
said. “It was very challenging and 
I learned a ton.” 

Havey always wanted to be a 


in the footsteps of his father, Mi- 
chael J. Havey, Sr., who has been 
with the Methuen Police Depart- 
ment for 30 years. 

His father received his associ- 
ate degree from Northern Essex. 

The 46 graduates— a quar- 
ter of whom are veterans—have 
been hired by 16 different police 
departments in Massachusetts. 

They completed an intensive 


21-week program that covered 
constitutional law, prevention 
and intervention, community po- 
licing, domestic violence, elder 
abuse, victims’ rights, and other 
topics. 

All training took place on the 
Haverhill Campus except for fire 
arms training and emergency 
driving techniques which were 
held at off-campus locations. 
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Meet the Fall 2015 Observer Staff 


By Kim Waitinc 


Editor-in-Chief 

For more than 50 years, the 
Observer has been the forum for 
the very best of the journalism 
students here at NECC to show- 
case their talent and obtain re- 
al-world work experience. 

Unlike that “real world,” the 
Observer begins each year with 
a large percentage of new staff 
members who need to learn the 
ropes. 

This includes learning photo 
and design software that may be 
previously unfamiliar to them 
and cultivating new relationships 
with sources. 

Sometimes, this leads to a 
rocky start for the first few edi- 
tions of the year and has made 
it difficult for our paper, and our 
website, to reach its full potential. 

In response to this, veteran 
members of the Observer staff 
have been on campus all summer 
following important news and 
changes. 

New staff has been hard at 
work training and a web edi- 
tor has been added to ensure the 
most up to date content on our 
social media sites. We are bring- 
ing back a Campus Life page 
and a page that is Just For Fun, 
and we look forward to running 
your cartoons, pictures, letters to 
the editor and story ideas. This 
newspaper is for you. Look for 
all of the changes and let us know 
what you think. 

I am honored to work with this 
talented team of journalists. 


Kim Whiting 
Editor-in-Chief 


“Tf you use your freedom of 
speech to harm others, it is an 
abuse of that freedom, akin to 
having a super power and using it 
for evil purposes.” 

Kim attended MassBay Com- 
munity College in the early 
1990’s and received her certifi- 
cate in Early Childhood Educa- 
tion. After becoming a mom, a 
step mom and then a foster mom, 
being a daycare teacher lost it’s 
appeal. She made a living for 
a while in unfulfilling jobs as a 
medical biller and even a news- 
paper carrier, and finally returned 
to school in 2013 to explore other 
opportunities. 

Kim completed the require- 
ments for the writing option 
major last semester and is now 
working toward graduating in 
the spring with a second major 
in Journalism/Communications. 
Previously the Arts & Entertain- 
ment Editor for the Observer, she 
looks forward to the challenge of 
directing the staff in her new role 
as Editor-In-Chief. Her goal is to 
establish new lines of communi- 
cation between the Observer and 
the NECC community to ensure 
that the Observer truly reflects 
the thoughts and concerns of the 
audience it serves. 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 
Room C-222, Spurk building, 

100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3397 


Advertising 978.556.3397 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Fall 2015 Observer Staff 


Eprror-in-CHieF : 
Copy Eprror : 
Opinion Eprror : 
News Eprror : 
FEATURES EpIror : 
A&E Ebrror : 
Sports Epiror : 
Campus Lire Eprror : 
Wes Epiror : 
: NOW HIRING 
: Chad Gorham 
FAcuLty ADVISER : 


STAFF WRITER 
CIRCULATION 


Kim Whiting 

Jowi Meli 

Rachel Rozavsky 
Kelly Schwing 
Sarah Tiso 

Rebecca Westerman 
Kyle Benson 

Chad Gorham 
Shaina Richards 


Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 


Colle: 


Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 


‘ssociation, and the New England Press Association 


Jowi Meli 
Copy Editor 


Jowi Meli is a Journalism/ 
Communication major currently 
in his third semester at NECC. As 
Copy Editor, he hopes to move 
beyond simple checking of AP 
Style and make sure the major 
tenets of journalism are upheld 
in the Observer’s content. When 
he’s not poring over newly-cre- 
ated work at the newsroom, he’s 
almost certainly playing video 
games and writing about them 
freelance. One day, Jowi hopes 
to blend his passion for interac- 
tive entertainment and his desire 
for social progress into a project 
that will inspire positive change 
and human growth. 


Kelly Schwing 
News Editor 


This is Kelly’s fourth year 
at NECC and her first year on 
staff at the Observer. She’s a Sa- 
lem, N.H. resident, Salem High 
School dropout and GED gradu- 
ate. When she’s not taking classes 
toward her degree in Journalism/ 
Communication or working on 
the paper, she’s waitressing at 
Weathervane or interning at The 
Eagle-Tribune. 

Kelly looks forward to go- 
ing behind the red tape as the 
News Editor. She’s not afraid to 
get the readers the answers they 
deserve. She hopes her work in- 
spires change, deeper thought and 
movement in a positive direction. 


Kyle Benson 
Sports Editor 


Kyle Benson is a Journalism/ 
Communication student and the 
Sports Editor for the NECC Ob- 
server. A resident of Plaistow, 
N.H., Kyle knew he wanted to be 
a sports writer since he was a kid. 

Aside from heavy metal mu- 
sic, Kyle is a huge fan of profes- 
sional hockey. His overall goal is 
to one day write for the NHL or 
an individual team and to host a 
hockey talk show. 

Kyle is looking forward to 
working on the Observer this 
year and working with the rest of 
the staff to bring you the absolute 
best version of the Observer year 
round. 


hai Richards 
Web Editor 


Shaina is currently study- 
ing Journalism/Communication 
with the ultimate goal of being 
a news reporter someday. She 
had no idea what she wanted to 
do with her life before she came 
to NECC. When she decided to 
try out journalism, she ended up 
loving it. Shaina brings enthu- 
siasm and expertise to the Web 
Editor position that will help el- 
evate our website to its full po- 
tential. 

Shaina’s goal as she finishes 
up at NECC is to grow as a writ- 
er and public speaker. Let her 
know what you think of the new 
website when you see her. 


Sarah Tiso 
Features Editor 


Sarah is a Journalism/Com- 
munication major currently in 
her last semester at NECC. She 
is looking forward to gaining 
experience as the new Features 
Editor, and is hoping to find her 
flow as an editor on the Observ- 
er. Sarah started playing guitar, 
bass and piano around 14 years 
old, and writes her own mu- 
sic. 

Three weeks after graduation, 
Sarah is getting married and will 
pursue a career as a copy edi- 
tor. She looks forward to mak- 
ing connections on campus and 
helping the Observer grow as a 


paper. 


Rebecca Westerman 
A&E Editor 


Rebecca Westerman, a Jour- 
nalism/Communication major 
at NECC, is completing her last 
semester before transferring to 
a four-year college. In her spare 
time, she makes Harry Potter 
jokes in her head. She is an avid 
equestrian with her soulmate, 
who is her horse, Fox. She also 
writes poetry and likes to go 
to local music venues, which 
makes her the perfect fit to be 
the new Arts and Entertainment 
Editor. Feel free to send her an 
email, voicemail, post, tweet or 
text to let her know what’s going 
on in the arts and entertainment 
world of NECC. 


Mary Jo Shafer 
Faculty Adviser 


Mary Jo Shafer is an adjunct 
instructor and the faculty advis- 
er to the NECC Observer. She 
also works as a copy editor at the 
New Hampshire Union Leader 
in Manchester, N.H. A proud 
Lawrence High School gradu- 
ate, she has 14 years of experi- 
ence as an editor, reporter and 
photographer, including serv- 
ing as assistant metro editor of 
The Anniston Star in Anniston, 
Ala., as managing editor of the 
St. John Valley Times in Mad- 
awaska, Maine, and editor of the 
Newburyport Current and North 
Andover Citizen. She has won 
numerous writing awards from 
journalism organizations. She 
holds a bachelor’s in American 
Studies and creative writing 
from Hampshire College and a 
master’s in journalism from the 
University of Alabama, where 
she was a Knight Fellow. 


Rachel Rozavsky 
Opinion Editor 


1 is a Journalism/Com- 
munication major. In her first 
year of college, she received an 
internship at a television studio 
in Salem which has led her to 
pursuing a career in the media 
field. Rachel joined the Obsery- 
er as the Opinion Editor because 
she has always enjoyed writing 
and hearing other people’s input. 

She is hoping to to gain expe- 
rience in news writing, and will 
be finishing up at NECC in the 
Summer of 2016. 

If you see Rachel around 
campus, let her know where you 
stand on today’s important is- 
sues. 


Chad Gorham 
Campus Life Editor 


Chad came to college not 
knowing what he wanted. 

He signed up for the Medical 
Coding Program knowing full 
well he could not handle any- 
thing medical, nearly passing 
out at the site of his own blood. 
When he realized he excelled at 
writing, he decided to become 
a Communications/Journalism 
major. 

Since then, Chad has been the 
News Editor of the Observer, the 
Student Senate Vice President of 
Haverhill, The Student Senate 
Treasurer, New Student Orienta- 
tion Leader, and is currently the 
Campus Life Editor. 
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‘Free The Nipple’ at 
beyond 


Hampton Beach and 


If men can be free, 
why cant we? 
Fighting for gender 
equality in New 
England 


By RACHEL ROZAVSKY 
Opinion Editor 

As a woman, I’ve always be- 
lieved that the genders should 
receive equal treatment. When 
I first heard about the “Free the 
Nipple” campaign I had mixed 
feelings, because I understand the 
controversy on both sides; specif- 
ically, breasts being seen as sexu- 
al and breasts being just a natural 
part of our body. 

James Soule, a student at 
NECC, explained that womens’ 
breasts should be free because 
“the female anatomy didn’t ask 
to carry these silly ideals and ob- 
ligations.” Unfortunately, Soule 
says, womens’ breasts are seen as 
inherently sexual. 


Tarah McGregor is an honor 
student at Northern Essex who is 
a Marine Biology Major. She has 
always been a strong advocate for 
gender equality. 

“Tf a man can do it, why can’t 
we?” said McGregor. A lot of 
people may not be aware of this, 
she said, but men actually fought 
to be topless in the 1930s. 

The Free the Nipple campaign 
may not have formally started un- 
til December 2013, but women 
have been fighting for the right to 
be topless for years. 

The movement as it is known 
today began as a film of the same 
name directed by Lina Esco and 
written by Hunter Richards. It 
tells the story of Liv (played by 
Lola Kirke) and a group of her 
bare-chested cohorts as they in- 
vade New York City and launch 
a revolution. 

Esco says she created the film 
“to draw public attention to the 
issue of gender equality,” which 
extends beyond the right to be 
topless and asks the public to se- 


Photo by Gaily Grind 


riously consider social, financial, Men fighting for their right to be shirtless in the 1930’s. 


and legal disparities between men 


and women. 

Kia Sinclair, who 
led the campaign to 
Hampton Beach on 
Aug. 23 this year, 
is a mother who has 


After breast- 

feeding my son, I 
{realized how un- 
comfortable it made 


Photo by Daily Beast, Courtesy of Garage PR others feel, including 


Women go topless at Hampton Beach for Topless Day 


my own family and 
friends. I came 
| across a movie 
on Netflix called 
‘Free the Nipple’ 
| and decided to 
do something in 
a N.H.” 

Sinclair also 
mentioned why 
My she had chosen 

7 Hampton Beach 
| which is because 
of how popular 
it is and could 
| reach all of New 
England. “At first 
@ it was just me, 
but through Face- 
book I discovered 
Heidi, who also 
H was passionate 
about this issue.” 

Through that 
Heidi and Kia 
| started research- 
ing, making calls 


Photo by Kia Sinclair and sending 
emails. 
Because of _ this, 


Kia and Heidi’s passion and de- 
termination, they got their article 
published in a local paper, which 


blew up their Facebook group 
from having one person to now 
having over 100. 


During their Go Topless Day 
event at Hampton Beach, Sinclair 
and a group of women stormed 
the sandy terrain. 

Sinclair explained, “Although 
the weather wasn’t in their favor, 
many women still went topless. 
Eventually we had to take shel- 
ter at the seashell stage which 
attracted plenty of creepers but 
there still was a good construc- 
tive.” 

Michael Ross, who is a The- 
atre major student, made some 


““What’s worse is that it’s not 
even the the breast, it’s the nipple 
itself that men have (a problem 


with). I think it’s disgusting that 
men and women are treated dif- 
ferently based on something they 


received her hate can- 

did uments @@ eae ee 

about breastfeed- After breastfeeding my son, I realized how uncomfort- Pie 
ing in public. able it made others feel, including my own family and trol. 

“Before breast rare I 

feeding (myself), eae a b e - 

I had never seen - Kia Sinclair lieve 

| a woman breast- that 

feed (in public). eh this 

cam- 


paign will work, because in 
this country, once something is 
pushed to a certain degree things 
change. The only problem is that 
it may hurt people due to people 
be looked down on because of 
their bodies.” 

I have come to the conclusion 
that The Free the Nipple cam- 
paign will always be controver- 
sial due to everyone having their 
own opinions, but because of 
the movie, many celebrities and 
women have been empowered 


DY rs 


The female anatomy didn’t ask to carry these silly 


ideals and obligations. 
- James Soule 


rn 


good points as well on why this 
campaign will work. Ross says 
“Women’s bodies as a whole 
have been sexualized to the point 
that there are people in America, 
both men and women, that don’t 
think a woman is worth more 
than her body. 


by this movement which is still 
being talked about today. Also 
because of this movement, a lot 
more people have become open 
about the subject. 
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Legalization, legislation and love 


By KEtty Scuwinc 
News Editor 


The LGBT commu- 
nity reaches some 
pivotal milestones 


over the summer. 


On June 26, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled same-sex 
Marriage a constitutional right 
with a 5-to-4 vote. 

In his decision, Justice Antho- 
ny M. Kennedy stated, “No union 
is more profound than marriage, 
for it embodies the highest ideals 
of love, fidelity, devotion, sacri- 
fice and family. In forming a mar- 
ital union, two people become 
something greater than once they 
were.” 

Prof. Kristi Arford said she 


“T Am Jazz,” a TLC show, de- 


buted July 15. The reality show 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo courtesy of Allegro Photography/Flickr/CreativeCommons 
Grooms hold hands as they finally get to tie the knot. 


munity doing panels, speaking at 

ceremonies and keeping up her 
own YouTube page. 

Caitlyn Jenner created a me- 


C C dia frenzy when she came out as 


I spent my whole life wondering why I had to wear 
these stupid dresses ... It wasn’t until years later when I 
learned what transgender was and everything fell right 


into place. 


- Colby Patrie 


was sitting at her computer first 
thing in the moming when she 
read the headlimes about the rul- 
ing. “That was a really import- 
ant moment!” she 


Political Coalition 
started a bill to 
give trans people 
protections not al- 
ready promised to 


depicts the life of Jazz Jennings, 
a 14-year-old trans girl who came 
out to her parents at the age of 2 
and to the rest of her community 


BISSINGER pues ANNIE LEIBOY 


~~ 


Photo courtesy of Annie Leibovitz of Vanity Fair 


them. The bill in- Caitlyn Jenner shows off her new look 
cludes protections 5n the cover of Vanity Fair’s July issue. 
harassment 


in public places, 
discrimination in the workplace 
and protection in general of their 
well being. Mike Givens, pub- 
lic relations for the MTPC said 
that the bill met some difficulties 
town by town leading the Coali- 
tion to take it to the State House. 
On Sept. 17 the MTPC and sup- 
porters will hold their “Lobby 
Day” on the Grand Staircase of 
the Massachusetts State House. 


at her Sth birthday party when she 
made the bold decision to wear a 
one-piece rainbow bathing suit. 
Jennings came out to the pub- 
lic back in 2007 and has since 
co-written a children’s book to 
help younger kids--and anyone 
else who cared to read it-under- 
stand what it means to be trans- 
gender. She has become a major 
spokesperson for the trans com- 


trans during an April 25 inter- 
view on 20/20. 

Arford admits to deleting 
some hometown acquitances 
and high school peers over their 
outrage towards Jenner’s deci- 
sion to come out. “I don’t nor- 
mally come in to contact with 
people in the real world who 
hold, and openly express, hos- 
tile attitudes toward LGBT peo- 
ple,” she said. 

Patrie was 
“fortunate” not 

to delete anyone 
he said but did do 
his fair share of 
arguing. 

“My response 
is always, get over 
it, this is big news 
and a part of his- 
tory,” he said. 

The fire was 
further fueled 
when she revealed 
herself post-oper- 
ation on the cover 
of Vanity Fair’s July issue. 

Jenner fielded a lot of hate 
during this time. When she was 
awarded the Arthur Ashe Cour- 
age Award at the ESPYS on July 
15, many took to social media to 
voice their displeasure. Facebook 
and Twitter were abuzz with criti- 
cism that called for a reevaluation 
of the meaning of courage. 

Different memes on the inter- 
net juxtaposed Chris Kyle with 
Jenner with the caption, “Hero. 
Not a hero.” Some memes went 
as far as to slander people for 
judging Michael Jackson for his 
plastic surgery and praising Jen- 
ner for hers. 

In contrast, some Internet us- 
ers fought against hateful lan- 
guage with loving messages, cre- 
ating memes positioning pictures 
of Jenner back in her Olympian 
days and her Vanity Fair cov- 
er with the caption, “American 
hero.” 

Patrie a second-year art stu- 
dent, reached a milestone of his 
own this summer. 

“I spent my whole life won- 


dering why I had to wear these 
stupid dresses ... It wasn’t until 
years later when I learned what 
transgender was and everything 
fell right into place,” said Patrie 
who came out publicly as trans 
on July 29. He names Jenner as 
his biggest influence. “She was 
once known as the manliest man 
you could ever be, tough, strong, 
an olympian. For her to come out 
was the bravest thing she could 
have ever done. and you see the 
difference in photos. (Bruce was) 
always frowning, covering their 
face, you could see there was 
pain.” 


ulty adviser. 

Growing up, Arford said she 
didn’t know any trans kids but, as 
previously mentioned, she teach- 
es a course on sex and gender and 
uses her knowledge to try and 
explain the taboo still surround- 
ing transgender people, “Our cul- 
ture’s ideas of sex and gender are 
based on an ‘essentialist’ binary, 
with roots in religion. If you 
believe that God created males 
and females, and only males and 
females, with very distinct char- 
acteristics and ‘natural’ roles to 
play, then you most likely believe 
a person cannot choose to change 
that, and that one’s assigned sex 
cannot be wrong. One problem 
with this thinking is that it doesn’t 
recognize the difference between 
sex and gender, and does not ac- 
knowledge gender roles as social 
constructs that vary widely across 
time and place.” 

Patrie adds, “People are afraid 
of what they don’t know, and 
start thinking the worst.” 

As the world continues to turn 
and change, Arford said, “Peo- 
ple are becoming more aware, 
and more people are challenging 
the gender binary. I guess that'll 
probably be the next big cultur- 
al shift we'll see, a move away 
from the binary understanding of 
gender, toward more fluidity and 


es 


I don’t normally come in to contact with people in 
the real world who hold, and openly express, hostile 


attitudes toward LGBT people 
- Kristi Arford 


NECC’s own LGBT presence 
is known as the Gay-Straight 
Alliance and is overseen by Ar- 
ford. Arford has been teaching 
at the school for seven years in 
the areas of anthropology, world 
religions, sociology and sex and 
gender. Three or four years ago 
she took on the role of GSA fac- 


Sh = i. a 


variance in gender expression.” 

Those readers looking for a 
safe place on campus for LGBT 
folks and allies alike can contact 
Kristi Arford at karford@necc. 
mass.edu for information on up- 
coming GSA meetings. 


Photo courtesy of TLC 


The Jennings family pose for a picture promoting “I Am 
Jazz” which aired over the summer. 
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North Andover resident and NECC 
nursing student earns scholarship 


Erin Ring returns af- 
ter almost 20 years 
to earn the Women 
of NECC 


scholarship 


By NECC Newsroom 

Nearly 20 years ago, when 
Erin Ring left Northern Essex 
Community College’s nursing 
program due to health issues, she 
promised herself that one day 
she would return. Her “one day” 
starts in September when she be- 
gins the nursing program funded 
in part by a Women of NECC 
Scholarship. 

“Without the help of the Wom- 
en of NECC scholarship, the fi- 
nancial burden of attending col- 
lege would be too great to bear,” 
Ring said. “I am truly grateful for 
the opportunity I am receiving.” 

A 1993 graduate of Andover 
High School, Ring enrolled at 
NECC, completed all the prereq- 


uisite nursing courses and was 
accepted into the competitive 
nursing program. When she left 
the program, no one was more 
disappointed than Ring herself. 
She vowed she would return to 
the associate degree nursing pro- 


about her own college credits. 
Ring was delighted to learn she 
would only need to retake her 
science classes to reapply to the 
nursing program. 

So Ring, despite her “huge 
fear of failure” got to work and 


“She told me I inspired her 
and that she never would have 
succeeded at Northern Essex if I 
hadn’t pushed her to enroll,” she 
said. “But that cuts both ways. I 
never would have picked up the 
phone to check on my college 


gram. enrolled in a math course and sci- credits.” 

As the With her prerequisites once 
years passed, again completed, Ring along 
Sg When my mom was dying, I witnessed the nurs- POUT 39, GEX ae 
gle _ parent, es caring for her and the comfort they brought to NECC DuISINe, 
supported her and the entire family. uniform ironed 
her little are and is prepped 
family — sur- - Erin Ring to begin. 
viving from coe es nt ence Getting this 
one pay- far hasn’t been 


check to the 
next. 

“It had been so long since I 
had been in school,” she said. “I 
had no plan. I just knew the path 
I was on wasn’t ideal for my fam- 
ily.” 

When her oldest child turned 
20, Ring encouraged her to enroll 
at NECC. She accompanied her 
daughter to the admissions office 
and while she was there, inquired 


ence course. 

“T hadn’t been a student in 20 
years. I didn’t know if I was capa- 
ble of adapting to new technolo- 
gy,” she said. 

Not only was she capable. She 
was a natural. Once Ring started 
enrolling in classes, she didn’t 
stop. At times, she and her daugh- 
ter were enrolled in the same 
classes. 


easy. There was 
her eight-year-old, 
10-month old, 
and her fiancée to 
consider with ey- 
ery decision. But 
the family under- 
stands her educa- 
tion is all for the 
greater good. 


may gravitate toward hospice 
nursing. 

“When my mom was dying, 
I witnessed the nurses caring for 
her and the comfort they brought 
to her and the entire family,” she 
said. 

“J don’t remember the doctors 
who cared for her, but I remem- 
ber every nurse.” 


Photo by NECC Newsroom 


UltimatelyErin Ring has earned the Women of NECC 


Ring believes shescholarship. 


} Northern Essex 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Northern Essex Community College is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and does not 
disaiminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, age, veteran status, genetic 
information, gender identity or sexual orientation in its programs and activities as req uired by Title IX of 
the Educational Amendments of 1972, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and other applicable statutes and college 
polices. The College prohibits sexual harassment, induding sexual violence. Inquiries or complaints conceming 
discrimination, harassment, retaliation or sexual violence shall be referred to the College's Affirmative Action 
and/or Title IX Coordinator, the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination, the Equal Employment 
Opportunities Commission or the United States Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights. 


Community College 


NECC offers over 70 programs in the areas of Art & Design, Business, Communication Arts, Computer & 
Information Sciences, Criminal Justice, Deaf Studies, Education, General Studies, Health, Human Services, 
iHealth, Liberal Arts, Paralegal Studies, Performing Arts, Science, and Technology and Engineering. 


Northern Essex Community College has an open admissions policy and accepts students ona first-come, first- 
served basis for most programs. To be admitted to a degree or certificate program, students must have eamed 
a high school diploma or GED, HiSet, or other state approved equivalency credential. Some programs have 

special admission citeria and/or limited enroliment. Please check the college website at www.necc.mass.edu 


for details on these spedal programs. 


Inquiries regarding affirmative action, equal opportunity and accessibility concerns should be addressed to 
the Affirmative Action/ Section 504 Compliance Officer: 


Justine Caron, Interim Director of Human Resources 
Section 504/ADA Compliance; Title IX; Affirmative Action 
Northern Essex Community College 

100 Elliott Street, B-219 

Haverhill, MA 01830 

978-556-3956 / jcaron@necc.mass.edu 
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Students hold summer music festival 


Young musicians 
show off their new 
skills 


By ReBecca WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

The harmonious sounds of the 
5th Annual Summer Music Fes- 
tival, directed by Christina Di- 
etrick, permeated TC103 in the 
Hartleb Technology Center on 
August 14. 

Dulcet melodies drifted into 
the hallways as parents proudly 
watched their children demon- 
strate their musical talents. 

The festival this year was held 
from Aug. 9 to Aug. 15. The art- 
ists presented their hard work 
after a grueling but enlightening 
week of musical camp. 

What started as just a fun pro- 
gram for aspiring musicians to 
hone their talents has turned into 
an annual music festival event. 

Director Christina Dietrick 
became a part of NECC through 
Michael Kramer, a previous fac- 
ulty member of NECC who per- 


Music students ages 4-14 attended a week long class and performed their new skills for parents and the public. 


formed as a guest pianist for the 
festival. He brought Dietrick to 
NECC after a change of direction 
in his path, by becoming a mathe- 
matics teacher. Leaving his piano 
class expertise, he chose Dietrick 
as his replacement. 

“I wanted my class piano 
course to go to somebody who I 
knew was very competent, and 
I graduated with Christine from 
Boston University,” he said. 

We both did our master’s and 
doctorate’s there at the same 
time,” said Dietrick. 

Dietrick has been the piano 
teacher at NECC since 1994, 
as well as the music faculty at 
Mount Wachusett Community 
College, Indian Hill Music, and is 
the founder/director of the Cho- 
pin Conservatory of Music on the 
North Shore. 

Her other notable accomplish- 
ments include her performanc- 
es both in the United States and 
Europe as a soloist in concert, as 
well as with orchestras perform- 
ing ona plethora of stages includ- 
ing Jordan Hall, Alice Tulley Hall 

TORE mq at Lincoln Center. 

He regularly 
performs at the 
] New York Public 


Library and Chopin Society of 
New England. 

The Annual Summer Music 
Festival began 5 years ago when 
Dietrick received the opportunity 
to organize a music festival 


from chairman Kenneth 
Langer. 
“First it started with 


just being a piano camp, 
but then I said, why don’t I 
make it chamber music? So 
I brought in two colleagues. 
First it was Alice Holstrom, 
then it was Caroline Rein- 
er-Williams, and then her 
husband Angel Hernan- 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


gland, France, Russia, Spain, and 
Portugal and being a member of 
the Boston Youth Symphony, she 
now spends her time as a facul- 
ty member at Brooks School in 


with his exceptional talents on 
the violin and viola. 

His accomplishments include 
his studies of violin at Manuel 
Saumell Conservatory in Hava- 
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I put on Fantasia one of the days we had camp, 
and the kids ran to the practice room because 
they were so eager to practice their skills 

- Christina Dietrick 


dez-Dominguez joined us 5 5 


3 years ago,” Dietrick said. 

Both — Reiner-Williams 
and Hernandez-Dominguez per- 
formed alongside the students at 
the festival, adding even more 
life to the pieces. Both artists are 
of the highest caliber in their mu- 
sical talents. 

Reiner-Williams, who plays 
the violoncello, received her un- 
dergraduate degree in cello per- 
formance at age 19, and has gone 
one to complete her master’s de- 
gree in cello performance at the 
Longy School of Music. 

Having toured Canada, En- 


North Andover, Fay School, In- 
dian Hill 

Music Center, and Joy of the 
Music Program. Reiner-Wil- 
liams also founded the Nashaway 
Trio with her husband Hernan- 
dez-Dominguez and pianist Roy 
Imperio. 

Her husband Hernan- 
dez-Dominguez graced the stage 


ES 


na. From there, he has been a part 
of the Aguascalientes Symphony 
Orchestra, the Queretaro Philhar- 
monic, and performed as a soloist 
on many occasions. 

He currently teaches violin 
and viola at Brooks School in 
North Andover, Cushings Acade- 
my, and the Shrewsbury MA Pub- 
lic schools. He also builds and re- 
pairs violins. 

From Brahms to 
Mozart, the artists’ 
} renditions of classical 
music transformed 
TC103 into a music 
hall. The performers 
varied from all ages, 
from 4 to 14. 

“IT put on (Dis- 
ney’s) ‘Fantasia’ one 
of the days we had 


camp, and all the 
kids ran to the prac- 
tice room because 


they were so eager to 
practice their skills,” 
said Dietrick. 


For more infor- 
mation about the 
music department, 


Photos by Rebecca WestermanContact Ken Langer at 


klanger@necc.mass.. 
edu. 


Bentley ArtSpace gets a new name 


A ceremony was 
held to dedicate this 
space 


By Kim Wairinc 
Editor-In-Chief 

Over the summer, the ArtSpace 
located in a remote corner of the 
Bentley Library received a new 
name and some well deserved 
attention during a dedication 
ceremony on May 15. So did 
Linda Hummel-Shea, for whom 
the space was renamed. Hum- 
mel-Shea started at NECC as a 
part-time librarian 35 years ago 
and retired last June as the assis- 
tant dean of libraries. Through- 
out the years, this space had been 
used for a variety of purposes, 
including a conference room and 
a place for hosting large events, 
but in 2009, after a unanimous 
vote, it was decided that the space 
would be recreated as “...a long 


desired and needed location for 
the students, faculty and commu- 
nity to display their work.” said 
Mike Hearn at the dedication 
ceremony. Hearn is the college’s 
director of libraries and he em- 
ceed the dedication ceremony. 
“The artspace would notjexist as 
it is today had it not been for the 
vision and support and ‘tenacity 
of Linda HummelShea.” said 
Hearn. iY 
Several people spoké at the 
dedication, including NECC 
President Lane Glenn and Art De- 
partment Director, Marc Mann- 
heimer, who shared anecdotes 
from their time working with 
Hummel-Shea. Also speaking 
that day was Dr. William Heine- 
man, vice president of academic 
affairs who recalled how much 
she cared about the college and 
community. 

“Beyond anything she did for 
the library, Linda was a great 


citizen of this college,” he said. 
Speeches were given while stand- 
ing at a podium situated just to 
the left of a digital screen which 
rotated images of some of the 
incredible artwork that has been 
shown at the gallery throughout 
the years. 

Hummel-Shea was also recog- 
nized at the college’s commence- 
ment on May 16, when she was 
awarded emeritus status, which 
recognizes “sustained excellence 
in performance, character, and 
meritorious service to the col- 
lege,” according to the school’s 
website. 

According to Mannheimer, 
the dedication will not change 
the way the ArtSpace is used, but 
he hopes it can lead to increased 
recognition, grant money and sig- 
nage for the gallery. New work 
will be on display later this month 
by visiting artist, 

“The fact that it’s being named 


for you makes perfect sense.” 
Mannheimer said to Hum- 
mel-Shea. She responded with a 
“thank you” muffled by tears. 


For more information about 
the artspace, contact Mike Hearn 
at mhearn@necc.mass.edu 


Photo courtesy of NECC newsroom 


Linda Hummel-Shea was a driving force behind creating the 


art space in 2009 
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Louise Haffner 
Fournier ’s family 


make donation 
By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

The Louise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center on Amesbury 
Street on the Lawrence Campus 
has gone from a rented building 
to a building that is now owned 
by NECC 
through a do- 
nation from 
the EMLO 
Realty Trust, 
which is un- 
der the direc- 
tion of Joanne 


Fournier and 
the Fournier 
Family. 


A unanimous vote from the 
board of Trustees brought the do- 
nation into reality. 

Kelsey Terry, a recent graduate 
of NECC and the Student Mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees for 
the school year 2015-2016 said, 
“As I leave Northern Essex, I am 
glad that this happened while I 
was a Student Trustee. It is nice 
to have Northern Essex own the 
building that is worth so much.” 


Campus Life 
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Joanne Fournier and her hus- 
band have been supporting NECC 
for many years. Fournier has 
been on the board of the Women 
of NECC since the group’s in- 
ception in 1996, said Jean Poth, 
the Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement. 

Journalism major Christina 
Hillner said, “It shows that there 
are good people out there still. 
They care what is happening here 


Poesianth teen ney 


I think this is a great thing, it helps to 
make Lawrence impove as a city. 


- Alba Diaz 


——_—____—_—_—_____—__+» 


at NECC, and they prove it with 
donations like the Fournier build- 
ing.” 

“The estimated value of the 
property is $1.45 million. The 
property includes three parcels of 
land totaling 39,444 square feet 
and two adjoined buildings to- 
taling 24,008 square feet. It fea- 
tures a 1,500 square foot general 
science lab built in 2012, as well 
as classrooms, office and com- 


September 
with Student 
Engagment 


Students can get 
involved on campuse 
through fun events 


By CHAD GORHAM 
Campus Life Editor 


With the 2015-2016 school 
year beginning the Student En- 
gagment Center’s Ari Chicklis, 
Assistant Cooridnator for Student 
Activities, wants to keep students 
up to date with what is going on, 
on campus their firwst month. 

Chicklis says, “We love to see 
students at these events because it 
adds anopther dimension to their 
academics The priority in collee 
is to achieve the best grades you 
can and become competent in 
your subject of interest. But the 
Student Engagment Office wants 
to develop other aspectsof the 
student, one in particular is their 
social and networking skills.” 

Nate Miller, a Theatre Major 
and a work study in The Student 
Engagment offices says, “I think 
students should get involved to 
help figure out what they want to 
do for their future.” 


Haverhill Campus 

Sept. 9 

*8 a. m.- 9:30 a.m. Coffee & 
Breakfast Sandwiches 

Sept. 10 

* 12 p.m. - | p.m. Hot Dogs, 
Chips and Giveaways 


Sept. 11 

* 12 p.m - | p.m. Snacks and 
Giveaways 

Sept. 14 


* 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. Treasure Hunt 
Sept. 15 

* 12 p.m. - | p.m. Trivia 

Sept. 16 

* ll am. - 1 p.m. College Life 
and Services Fair 

Sept. 25 

* 11 am.- 1 p.m. Ice Cream 
Social 

Lawrence Campus 

Sept. 9 

* 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. Snacks 
Sept. 10 

* 12 p.m.- 1 p.m Snacks and 
Giveaways 

Sept. 11 

¢ 12 p.m. - | p.m. Trivia 

Sept. 14 

* 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. Snacks and 
Giveaways 


Sept. 15 

* 12 p.m. - | p.m. Trivia 
Sept. 18 

* 11 a.m. - 1 Ice Cream Social 
Sept. 21 


11 a.m. - | p.m. College Life and 
Services Fair. 


munity spaces,” said Poth. “The 
two labs in the NECC/Fournier 
Educational Building are state- 
of-the-art and they were complet- 
ed in the fall of 2013 and funded 
through the assistance of a grant 
and a private donor.” 

Some students are excited to 
see Northern Essex expand in 
Lawrence. Alba Diaz, a long- 
time resident of Lawrence and a 
Business Transfer student, said, 
“T think this is a great 
thing, it helps to make 
Lawrence improve as 
a city.“ 

“There is a shin- 
ing star showing in 
the city, and that is 
NECC. I could not be 
more proud to attend 
school here in my city 
and see the transfor- 
mation that is taking shape,” said 
Diaz. 

Theatre major Nate Miller 
said, “I was new to the Lawrence 
campus this semester and I also 
was an Orientation Leader, so | 
had to learn about all the building 
in Lawrence. It was nice to start 
saying it was our building due to 
a donation. It is a proud feeling.” 

Jasmine Polanco, a Criminal 
Justice major, said, “I think its 
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Amesbury Street property donated 


Photo by Ari Chicklis 


The Louse Haffner Fournier Education Center has been 
part of the NECC community since 1999. 


great because it shows the school 
wanting to expand more through- 
out the city.” 

Polanco still had some ques- 
tions that remain unanswered 
about how any future construc- 
tion will affect school. She won- 
dered if the classes that remain 
there are going to be the same. 

The Louise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center became part 


of the Northern Essex commu- 
nity in 1999, when classes be- 
gan to grow in Lawrence and the 
Dimitry Building was no longer 
big enough to house all classes. 
When the property first opened, 
it automatically allowed student 
growth in credited classes. 


New Student Orientation 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


New students get oriented in the Tech Center on how things work at NECC 


Over the summer 843 new stu- 
dents attended the New Student 
Orientations. 

At the begining of orientation 
all students must do an icebreaker 
called human bingo. They must 
travel around and try to match 
students with other students who 
match their bingo cards. When 
they get five in a row they win a 


prize. 

When the students are done 
with that, they begin a pop quiz 
about what they might already 
know or not know about NECC. 

They then go through some of 
the not so exciting information 
like how to pay for college or 
how to use MYNECC. 

The final part of the orienta- 


tion is the most exciting to stu- 
dents. They get to break off into 
small groups and head out with 
assigned orientation leaders. 

While with the orienatia- 
tion leaders, they do another ice 
breaker to get to know all the new 
people in their small group. When 
they are done with that they go on 
a tour the entire campus. 
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Opportunity Works has moved in 


Opportunity works 
its way to Northern 
Essex community 


By Sarau TIso 


Features Editor 

Northern Essex, as a commu- 
nity, has experienced hot weather, 
summer classes, and construction 
this past summer. The stairs for 
the main entrance at the Spurk 
Building are pearly white, classy, 
and ready for the upcoming se- 
mester. Adjacent to the Spurk 


Building is the newest addition to 
the NECC community: Opportu- 
nity Works. 

In 1974, a group of Greater 
Newburyport-area residents be- 
gan to discuss their concern about 
the lack of support services avail- 
able to adults with developmental 
disabilities and their families. 

According to their website, 
Opportunity Works began with 
“the vision of empowering peo- 
ple with disabilities to experience 
the freedom to live, work, and en- 


joy a valued role in society.” 


Thirty nine years later, their 
vision is continued through ded- 


Photo by Sarah Tiso 


The main entrance to Opportunity Works on 671 Kenoza 


Street in Haverhill. 


icated workers like Melissa Mer- 
row. 

Melissa Merrow, Director of 
Program Operations, has been 
with Opportunity Works since 
2009. She started off as the Day 
Habilitation Manager, then was 
promoted to Director of Special- 
ized Day Services a year later. 
Just this past June she was pro- 
moted again, this time to Director 
of Program Operations. She has a 
Bachelor of Science in Psychol- 
ogy, Business Minor from Salem 
State University. 

“We partner with many peo- 
ple in the greater Newburyport 
and Merrimack Valley area,” 
said Merrow. “For example, our 
individuals volunteer at various 
churches and food pantries in the 
area. Volunteering gives them a 
sense of giving back to the com- 
munity and also the confidence 
they need to obtain jobs in the 
community versus the volunteer- 
ing.” 

“We also visit local nursing 
homes monthly as a ‘Random 
Act of Kindness’ day! We go 
over and play cards, talk, enjoy 
their company, fulfilling for both 
agencies! By our individuals get- 
ting out into the community more 
it also gives the public a better 
understanding of who Opportuni- 
ty Works is and what we do. We 
ensure people are reaching their 
maximum independence through 
personal and professional inter- 
ests.” 

Their vision, according to the 


Tarah MacGregor, a 


Tarah MacGregor. 
an honors student 
with a definite voice 


By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

23-year-old Tarah MacGregor 
has been a student at Northern 
Essex for five years. Her ready 
smile has made her popular 
among the students and faculty, 
and you can often hear her laugh- 
ing in the hallways as she goes 
about her many projects. 

McGregor has taken her col- 
lege experience to a higher level 
by getting involved in activities 
that she is passionate about. 

Home-schooled until age 13, 
MacGregor loves science and 
travel. The latter passion drew 
her to Italy, Belize and Ecuador 
with the study abroad program, 
which is directed by professor 
Marcy Yeager. 

“I’ve been on more trips with 
Marcy than any other student,” 


MacGregor laughed. 
Besides annual international 
trips, MacGregor supplements 


her NECC education as the stu- 
dent ambassador for the honors 
experience. 

As such, she works closely 
with Honors Coordinator Ginger 
Hurajt, as well as all the other 
honors students, to help facilitate 


the most rewarding experience 
for everyone involved. McGre- 
gor has the outgoing personality 
needed to fill this role as the hon- 
ors committee representative, and 
she infects those around her with 
positive energy. 

The Honors Experience is 
designed to boost a student’s 
academic standing by allowing 
any class to be designated as an 
honors class with the completion 
of an additional project related to 
that subject. 


to both the class and the honors 
board. The class then appears on 
the student’s transcript as an hon- 
ors class. Along with two honors 
classes, the honor student will 
participate in a poster session, an 
honors colloquium and a service 
learning project. 

MacGregor is very familiar 
with what it takes to successfully 
complete the program. She said 
that the requirements are not re- 
ally overwhelming, but she rec- 
ommends that people fulfill only 
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I’ve been on more trips with Marcy than 


any other student. 


- Tarah MacGregor 
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The project is self-directed, 
but must be approved by Hurajt 
and the class professor. 

MacGregor stressed that while 
the project has to relate to the 
subject, there is a lot of freedom 
for a student to choose whatever 
might be interesting to them and 
relate it to the class material. 

The student works closely 
with the professor throughout the 
semester to develop a research 
paper and project that will be pre- 
sented at the end of the semester 


one requirement per semester and 
spread it out over three semesters. 

She said, “I always tell people 
to work a couple of hours a week 
writing or researching, since they 
have the whole semester, and 
they will be fine.” 

As an honors experience stu- 
dent herself, MacGregor has 
taken some of the honors col- 
loquium classes. These are 
mixed-discipline classes, some 
of which repeat and others that 
are offered for only one semes- 
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website, is to set “leading stan- 
dards of excellence among indi- 
vidual service providers in sup- 
porting people with disabilities 
and their families, empower the 
people we serve to fully achieve 
personal growth and a valued 
role in society, promote a positive 
and supportive work environment 
for employees, realize planned 
growth of existing programs, 
while ensuring our commitment 
to our core values, engage the 
community in supporting Oppor- 
tunity Works to achieve our mis- 
sion.” 

Merrow also mentioned how 
Opportunity Works has many 
volunteer sites. These include 
things like the new “Special 
Stars” dance program this month. 


face of 


ter, depending on student interest. 
MacGregor said that the classes 
that focus on composition and the 
sciences tend to be well attend- 
ed, including Women and Myth- 
ical Literature, taught by Hurajt. 
Other classes which heavily ex- 
amine issues of philosophy and 
psychology — such as The Pur- 
suit of Happiness and Searching 
for Euphoria may only draw 
a handful of students and run for 
one semester only. 

“It’s important for new stu- 
dents to find out about (the 
Honors Experience) right 
away,” said MacGregor. 
“Some will only be here for 
four semesters, and they need 
three of them to complete 
this.” 

The completion rate for 
students taking two or more 
honors requirements in the 
same semester are significant- 
ly lower. “Maybe only about 
40 percent,” MacGregor said. 

Scholarships are among the 
benefits of completing the pro- 
gram, as is guaranteed accep- 
tance into the honors program 
at any Massachusetts universi- 
ty when transferring. 

Honor scholars have their } 
own lounge on campus with a 
computer and printer and they 
receive special recognition at 
graduation. 

More information about the 


Photo by Sarah Tiso 
Opportunity Works provides transportation for their indi- 


viduals, handicapped transportation included. 


There’s also an annual Interna- 
tional Week, where each program 
room is a different country, al- 
lowing members to “travel the 
world,” and a Holiday Bazaar, 
where donations received help 
the individuals make crafts and 
buy gifts for their families for the 
holiday season. 

“We offer the Project Search 
program, there are only two in 
the state of Massachusetts. We 
are now offering college classes 
at NECC for our individuals,” 
says Merrow. Opportunity Works 
has two locations, in Newburyp- 
ort and Haverhill. The Newbury- 
port location is at 10 Opportu- 
nity Way, Newburyport, and the 
Haverhill location is located at 
671 Kenoza Street, Haverhill. 


NECC 


Honors Experience can be found 
at www.necc.mass.edu/academ- 
ics/enrichment/honors/, or you 
can visit their Facebook page at 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege: Honors Experience. Mes- 
sages left on that page will be 
directed to Hurajt or MacGregor. 

For more information about 
the study abroad program, go to 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 
enrichment/study-abroad/ or con- 
tact Marcy Yeager, myeager@ 
necc.mass.edu. 
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Tarah MacGregor, an honors 


student with a genuine smile. 
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Financial advice you can really use 


Tips from financial 
experts to help you 
make the most of 


your dollars 
By Kim Wairtinc 
Editor-In-Chief 

With college comes new 
friends, new experiences and 
new responsibilities. It also 
comes with several new ex- 
penses that can affect a stu- 
dent’s quality of life and lead 
to long term debt and confus- 
ing credit issues. 

Whether you are a returning 
student, or if this is your first 
year, now is the right time to 
familiarize yourself with all of 
the financial resources that are 
available to you. 

Even if you don’t need them 
right now, it’s never too soon 
to prepare. Scholarships and 
grant money are available for 
a variety of things and from a 
wide variety of sources. 

Far too many are available 
to try to list them here. In 
fact, according to the NECC 
website, 216 NECC students 
received over $200,000 for 
the 2014/2015 academic year 


alone. 

Financial aid can help stu- 
dents with much more than the 
cost of classes and is available 
from a variety of sources. 

Financial aid can also be 
used to pay for books, trans- 
portation and even participa- 
tion in special programs such 
as the study abroad program. 

Since some programs are 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, it is advisable that you 
apply as early as possible. 

Your student ID itself can 
also be a huge source of ben- 
efits and savings. Follow the 
link on your blackboard ac- 
count to download microsoft 
office for free instead of pay- 
ing for expensive software. 

Print homework from the 
computer lab, eat free lunch on 
campus several times each se- 
mester, rent blockbuster mov- 
ies from the Bentley Library 
and get discounts around town 
on everything from florists to 
restaurants to dental care. 

Get to know the full list of 
benefits and discounts to save 
money on everyday items. 
Every little bit really does add 
up. 


These are a few of the discounts 
available with your student ID: 


Angelo the Florist 
Haverhill, MA 
978-372-0270 

10% Cash and Carry 


Cedardale Heath & Fitness 
Bradford, MA 
978-373-1596 

No Registration Fee (Plus) 


The Comic Book Palace 
Haverhill, MA 
978-372-1477 

10% off comic books 


Cut Above 
Bradford, MA 
978-374-9742 

10% off retail products 


Smile Braces 
Haverhill, MA 
978-521-1999 

10% off orthodontic treatment 


Texas Road House 
Methuen, MA 
978-975-5588 

10% 


For the full list, visit from: https://www.necc.mass.edu/ 


student-life/activities/center/services/ 


More information about scholarships and grants can 
be obtained through any of the following resources: 


Alumni Association 
Lindsey Mayo, Director of Alumni Relations 
978-556-3621 
Imayo@necc.mass.edu 


Enrollment Services/Financial Aid 
Alexis Fishbone, Director 
978-556-3615 
afishbone@necc.mass.edu 


Office of Institutional Advancement 
Lindsay Graham, Assistant Director 
Scholarship Management & Donor Stewardship 
978-556-3629 
scholarships@necc.mass.edu 


Pathways to Academic & Career Excellence (PACE) 
Kristen Arnold, PACE Program Transfer Advisor (TRiO-SSS) 
978-556-3418 
karnold@necc.mass.edu 
from: http://www.necc.mass.edu/getting-started/financial-aid/types/ 
scholarships/ 


For more information about your 


financial aid options: 
For general financial aid questions, please email aid@ 
necc.mass.edu or visit the One Stop Student Services 
Center in Haverhill or Lawrence. Our front desk team 
will be happy to answer your questions 


Financial Aid Office Hours 


Monday §:00 am to 6:30 pm 9:00 am to 6:30 pm 


Tuesday 9:00 am to 6:30 pm 9:00 am to 6:30 pm 


Wednesday $:00 am to 6:30 pm 9:00 am to 6:30 pm 


Thursday 9:00 am to 6:30 pm 5:00 am to 6:30 pm 


Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm Noon to 4:30 pm 
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By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 


Is it time to call Jeff 
Mejia’s Knights 
team a dynasty? 

When the last edition of the 
Observer came out earlier this 
past May, the NECC Knights had 
just finished the regular season 
with a 25-2 record, winning 16 
straight to round up the season. 
The team qualified for the num- 
ber 1 seed in the in the Region 
XXI tournament, where they 
crushed the competition and won 
the tournament. 

On the first day of the com- 
petition they defeated Massasoit, 
9-1, in a game that would only 
make it to the 7th inning before 
the mercy rule was called be- 
cause the Knights were clobber- 
ing Warriors. 

The next day the Knights 
kept rolling, beating Holyoke 
10-4, and then the day after in 
the championship game of the 
tournament they went on to win 
against Holyoke again with a fi- 
nal score of 17-7. The Knights 


made it to the NJCAA DIII World 
Series for the 4th straight year, 3 
of those coming under Coach Jeff 
Mejia. 


The Ist game they lost to Tyler 
Junior College, 5-1, and then 
they lost in the elimination game 
the next day against Century Col- 


“Jt’s been a great run. These kids always step up. 
They are a group of baseball players, that the tighter 
the game is the better they play.” 


- Coach Jeff Mejia 


KS a 


“Tt is a new location this year 
and it should be interesting. I’m 
really looking forward to getting 
to North Carolina. We know the 
routine now and that should defi- 
nitely help us,” said Coach Mejia. 

“It’s been a great run, These 
kids always step up. They are a 
group of baseball players, that the 
tighter the game is the better they 
play.” Unfortunately, the Knights 
winning season would not trans- 
fer to NC. 

They lost the 2 games they 
played, leading to an early exit. 


Teammates celebrate their successful season. 


lege, 10-7. 

Their losses in the World Se- 
ries did not take away from their 
amazing season. 

The NECC Knights won many 
individual awards including, 
Coach Mejia winning Coach of 
the Year, and MacDaniel Single- 
ton, Keith Linnane, Ryley War- 
nock, and Jake Rayner all win- 
ning Gold Glove Players of the 
Year awards. 7 players made it on 
the Division III All-New England 
team as well. 

All the sophomores from the 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Knights Win Region XXI Again | 


Photo hy N letics 
The Knights celebrating after winning the Region XX! Your: 


nament this past season. 


team have transferred to 4 year 
colleges which is no easy task. 
The NECC Knights are look- 
ing forward to their fall practice 
season, where they will get ready 


for the regular season in the 
spring and look to dominate on 
the field once again. 


Baseball Team 


awards and 


Transfer Athletes 


All-New England Division III Team 
1B Jake Rayner 
2B MacDaniel Singleton 
OF Colby Maiola 
OF Harrison Smoske 
P Zarif Paiazetovic 
P Ryan McAuliffe 
DH Ellido Reyes 
Honorable Mentions 
SS Ryley Warnock 
C Keith Linnane 
Coach of the Year: Jeff Mejia 
Gold Glove Players of the Year 
C MacDaniel Singleton 
C Keith Linnane 
SS Ryley Warnock 
1B Jake Rayner 


Knights Transfers 

P Ryan McAuliffe 

- St. John’s University 

OF Harrison Smoske 

- Franklin Pierce University 

SS Ryley Warnock 

- Ave Marie University (Florida) 
INF Cole Josselyn 

- Endicott College 

2B MacDaniel Singleton 

- Eastern Connecticut State U 

P Zarif Paiazetovic 

- Eastern Connecticut State University 
1B Jake Rayner 

- Rivier University 

UTIL Nick Turco 

- Saint Leo University (Florida) 


NECC Knights Basketball Schedule Don’t feed the geese 


November 

Tue. 3 at NHTI 7pm 
Thu. 5 at Great Bay 6pm 

Sat. 7 at TBA TBA 
Thu. 12 vs MassBay 6pm 
Sat. 14 vs Holyoke Ipm 
Tue. 17 vs Massasoit 6pm 
Thu. 19 at Bristol 7pm 

Sat. 21 vs UConn Avery 1pm 
Tue. 24 at Quinsigamond TBA 


December 


Tue. 1 at Roxbury 
Thu. 3 at Bunker Hill 


TBA 
7pm 


Sat. 5 at Springfield Tech 1pm 
Thu. 10 vs Southern Maine CC 6pm 


Sat. 12 at Gateway (CT) Ipm 


January 
Thu. 7 vs Roxbury 
Tue. 12 vs Bristol 
Thu. 14 at MassBay 


Sat. 23 at Lincoln NE 
Tue. 26 vs Bunker Hill 


Thu. 28 vs Quinsigamond 6pm 
Sat. 30 vs Springfield Tech 


February 
Thu. 4 at Massasoit 
Thu. 11 vs Dean 
Sat. 13 at Holyoke 


6pm 
Spm 


7pm 
Sat. 16 at UConn Avery TBA 
Mon. 18 vs Gateway (CT) Ipm 
Thu. 21 at Rhode Island TBA 


(continued from page 1) 

Shepard said that he 
thinks the school will have 
to do some research to 
find out what other people 
are doing. “We definitely 
have to change our tactics. 


They’re getting used to 
TBA ee gee es 
7pm ont want to hurt them, 


but we don’t want them in 
places where they cause a 


Ipm 
P problem, or traffic, too.” 
Currently, there is only 
one chemical treatment on 
TBA 
6pm the market approved to de- 
TBA ter geese. One company 


in Everett provides a dog 


handler and a border collie 
to patrol] the grounds and 
chase the geese away for a 
starting rate of $10,000. 

The hope is that with 
the beginning of the school 
year bringing an increase 
in human activity around 
campus, the geese will be 
more reluctant to spend 
their days here. Shepard 
asks that you please do 
not feed them. 

Shepard said, “I’ve 
been here two years now 
and I didn’t think we were 
going to be at war with 
geese. That wasn’t in the 


job description.” 


For more _ informa- 


tion about geese, visit the 
MassWildlife website at 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/ 
agencies/dfg/dfw/. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
A coyote decoy watches 
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By Ky Le BEnson 
Sports Editor 


Sue MacAvoy is 
excited for sports 


seasons to Start 


Sue MacAvoy has been the 
Athletic Director at Northern 
Essex for 16 years now and is 
looking forward to the upcoming 
school year, but most important- 
ly the upcoming sports seasons. I 
got to sit down with Sue and talk 
to her about the different sports 
offered and her thoughts on them 
before the school year starts. 

Here is what she had to say. 

On Cross Country 

Northern Essex has not fielded 
across country team since 7 years 
ago, and MacAvoy is trying to 
bring it back. NECC Athletics has 
just hired cross country, Thomas 
Bradley, who had coached cross 
country at Wilmington High 
School for the past 18 years be- 


fore announcing his retirement at 
the end of last season. His retire- 
ment would not last long though, 
as he signed on with NECC ear- 
lier this summer. “We’re excited 
to have him and his experience,” 
MacAvoy said. 

On Volleyball 

This is another team that 
NECC Athletics has not been 
able to get on the court since 2 
years ago, when MacAvoy retired 
as head coach. However, MacA- 
voy is actively trying to bring the 
team back. “We are looking at 
re-vamping some things, and then 
we are going definitely going to 
try to bring it back next year,” 
she said. NECC Athletics will be 
looking to hire a new head coach 
throughout the year and will need 
to start recruiting students sooner 
than later. 

On Baseball and Softball 

The Knights baseball team 
undoubtedly had the most suc- 
cessful season his past year out 


of all the teams at Northern Es- 
sex. Now both the baseball and 
softball teams are looking to take 
advantage of the fall before their 
regular seasons start. They will 
both play 3-4 scrimmages with 
other schools but they will not 
keep statistics or scores to make it 
purely a scrimmage atmosphere. 

Also this is the second year 
NECC will have a full softball 
squad and MacAvoy wants to 
make sure students and athletes 
know this. “We are trying to get 
the word out that we do have soft- 
ball here,” she said. 

On Sports Sign-Ups 

Sign-ups for sports teams will 
start the first week of school and 
all fall teams will be having meet- 
ings then. Tryouts will happen the 
first weekend that school starts. 
Be sure to visit www.athletics. 
necc.mass.edu or contact Sue 
MacAvoy if you are interested in 
joining any of the teams. 


The NECC Knights basketball team poses for a team photo. 


Knights basketball ready to go 


By KyLr BENsoNn 


Sports Editor 

The Knights basketball team’s 
season starts on November 3rd at 
NHTI, which means they have 
little time to improve their play if 
the hope to build upon their los- 
ing 12-16 season last year. 

They put a very young team on 
the court last season only having 
2 sophomores on the roster. This 
meant growing pains for a team 
with little to no chemistry be- 
cause they were mostly all new 
to the team. Sophomore, Matt 
Jameson believes the team can 
make great strides this upcoming 
season. 

“This year we have a lot more 
guys returning so we will have 
more experience so that will help 


and we just need to continue 
to focus on defense and the of- 


Coach Stratton is a great coach, he knows a lot 
about the game. He is also a great guy that does a 
lot for his players. 


” 


fense will come along with that, 
Jameson said. 

Jameson also talked about his 
goals for the season. 

“My goals are to help lead the 
team to a winning season, make 


[Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Sit down with Sue MacAvoy 


We are trying to get the word 
out that we do have softball 


here. 
- Sue MacAvoy 


NECCO’s Athletic Director, Sue MacAvoy 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


Photo by NECC Athletics Knights athlete goes up for a shot. 


the playoffs, improve all the parts 
of my game from last year, and 


- Matt Jameson 


hopefully win a championship.” 
It will be a tough task for the 
team to make the playoffs, but 
Jameson is very confident in the 
Knights. Athletic Director, Sue 
MacAvoy is also confident in the 


team and is confident in Jameson. 
“Matt (Jameson) is a good 
player, I think 
heals bem a 
good leader on 
the court this 
year,” MacA- 
voy said. 
Anoth- 
er thing the 
Knights have 
going for them 
is familiari- 
ty with their 
coach, Darren 
Stratton. For most of the players 
it will be their second year under 
Stratton, but Stratton has been 
around coaching the Knights bas- 
ketball team for 17 years. 
“Coach Stratton is a great 


coach, he knows a lot about the 
game. He is also a great guy that 
does a lot for his players,” James- 
on said. 

MacAvoy also had much 
praise for the coach. 

“J put him into the head 
coaching role, and he’s done a 
phenomenal job here. He truly 
cares about his players. He cares 
for them like a family and he is 
just an extremely hard worker,” 
MacAvoy said. She made sure to 
highlight that he truly does care 
for the players on his team. 

The Knights have a lot of work 
to do but with some hard work, 
effort, a leader like Jameson, and 
a coach like Coach Stratton, they 
can do some big things this sea- 
son. 
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summer critiqued 
By Jowi MELI 


Copy Editor 

We’ve got time to spare 
during the summer, and Holly- 
wood knows it. 

Blockbuster after blockbust- 
er is released during the months 
of June, July, and August, but 
chances are you didn’t get to see 
everything theatres had to offer. 
2015 was a particularly excellent 
year for summer films, so here’s 
a guide to help you catch up on 
your days off. 


Mad Max: Fury Road (****) 
By far the best action movie 
to come out this summer, this 
year, and possibly any other year, 


Photo credit: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures 


Just for Fun 
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Fear) present inside a little girl 
named Riley Andersen. The 
movie flips back and forth be- 
tween Riley’s story, in which her 
family relocates from Minnesota 
to San Francisco, and the world 
of the emotions, where the distur- 
bance caused by the move begins 
to upend their routine. 

It’s a simple story that’s in- 
triguing for kids and adults alike, 
with a number of creative alle- 
gorical devices to explain human 
psychology. The animation is 
simply beautiful, with one partic- 
ularly stunning sequence reduc- 
ing the characters’ dimensions 
and playing around with abstract 
art. 

The relationship developed 
between Joy and Sadness, and 
the eventual revelation that all 


emotions -- even the ones we 


The five emotions of “Inside Out.” From left to right: Sad- 
ness, Fear, Anger, Disgust, and Joy. 


George Miller’s fourth entry in 
the consistently excellent Mad 
Max series sees the Road Warrior 
helping lead an exodus of women 
out of harm’s way. But don’t mis- 
take that for some kind of dam- 
sel-in-distress scenario. 

Tom Hardy’s version of 
Max is a more subdued charac- 
ter, letting the focus remain on 
butt-kicking Imperator Furiosa 
(played wonderfully by Charlize 
Theron) and her ragtag group of 
ladies coveted by the villainous 
Immortan Joe (Hugh Keays-By- 
me, returning after his role as 
Toecutter in the first film). Nich- 
olas Hoult also gives a charming 
performance as Nux, a rogue 
“War Boy” whose comic relief 
is amazingly both comic and a 
relief. 

The feminist twist on the se- 
ries is due in no small part to 
“Vagina Monologues” writer Eve 
Ensler’s assistance as an on-set 
adviser, and the story is raw and 
open in its humanism. Of course, 
Miller’s post-apocalyptic Austra- 
lia is as gleefully bizarre and des- 
olate as it ever has been, and wife 
Margaret Sixel’s sublime editing 
always gives us the best view of 
the anarchic action. 

This is a surreal piece of art 
that somehow got mashed with 
commercial action filmmaking, 
and it’s one of the most suspense- 
ful, moving, and viscerally satis- 
fying movies you'll ever see. 


Inside Out (***%) 

Pixar is back on top with this 
superior animated film that per- 
sonifies the five emotions (Joy, 
Sadness, Disgust, Anger, and 


perceive as negative -- are nec- 
essary, are easily the standouts in 
this superb piece of family enter- 
tainment. 


Mission: Impossible — Rogue 
Nation (***%) 

Who could have believed the 
Mission: Impossible movie series 
would hit such a high at its fourth 
film? 2011’s “Ghost Protocol” 
was a tense, rip-roaring thriller 
with a great deal of camarade- 
rie between Tom Cruise’s Ethan 
Hunt, Luther Stickell (Ving 
Rhames) and newcomers Wil- 
liam Brandt (Jeremy Renner) and 
Benji Dunn (Simon Pegg). 

That same team is back in 
“Rogue Nation,” which isn’t 
quite as good as the former film 


“Jurassic World.” 


Photo by Warner Bros. Pictures 


Imperator Furiosa (Charlize Theron) and Max (Tom Hardy) take on the evil Immortan Joe 
(Hugh Keays-Byrne) in the summer’s best film, “Mad Max 


but still provides outrageous en- 
tertainment that blows the first 
three out of the water. 

CIA Director Alan Hunley 
(Alec Baldwin) is fed up with 
Hunt and friends’ destructive an- 
tics, calling for the dissolution of 
the IMF at a Senate hearing. His 
wish is granted, and naturally this 
couldn’t come at a worse time; 
the group has just discovered 
the existence of an international 
crime group known as the Syndi- 
cate, whose members include Ilsa 
Faust (Rebecca Ferguson) and 
sneering lunatic Solomon Lane 
(Sean Harris). The movie is filled 
wall-to-wall with the series’ hall- 
mark outrageous stunts, includ- 
ing one particularly impressive 
scene that takes place underwater 
and a brilliantly-paced mission at 
the opera. 

Amazingly, despite the cer- 
tainty of the IMF’s success, the 
increasing absurdity of the situa- 
tions continue to effectively gen- 
erate suspense. 

Rebecca Ferguson is easily 
one of the best characters in the 
series as Faust, in a complex 
and multifaceted role that is 
mercifully written as a beautiful 
friendship with Hunt rather than 
a romance. 

In one of the only missteps, 
Sean Harris’ Lane is more slimy 
and creepy than intimidating, and 
his villainous role is ultimately 
a bit of a letdown. In the end, 


Photo credit: Universal Pictures 
This underwater beastie leaps up for a little snack in this scene from 


though, this film remains better 
than it probably has any right to 
be as the fifth entry in an action 
franchise. 


Ant-Man (***) 

Paul Rudd takes on the role 
of the miniaturizing superhero 
in this latest entry to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, which takes 
after the crass and self-referential 
humor of last year’s “Guardians 
of the Galaxy.” It never quite 
reaches the delirious heights 
of that film, but Ant-Man still 
carves a name for himself as a 
funny and endearing action hero. 
After Hank Pym (Michael Doug- 
las) has his research used against 
his will by malevolent protege 
Darren Cross (Corey Stoll), it’s 
up to Scott Lang to don the titular 
suit and steal the tech back. 

Accompanying Pym and Lang 
on this journey is Evangeline 
Lilly’s Hope van Dyne, Pym’s 
daughter serving as a double 
agent. Lilly’s performance as 
Dyne is easily one of the best 
parts of the movie; her convinc- 
ing attempts to reconcile with 
her father provide light drama 
amongst the comedy and action. 

Less effective is her slapdash 
romance with Lang, unceremo- 
niously tossed in as an after- 
thought near the end credits. The 
colorful collection of caricatures 
that serve as the comic are actu- 
ally quite funny (led by Michael 
Pefia having way too 
3 much fun). Almost 
as funny is the over- 
acting of Stoll in a 
goofy and admitted- 
ly weak villain role. 

“Ant-Man” plays 
it a bit too safe to be 
3 one of the best, but 
it’s still in the up- 
maa per echelons of the 

= MCU. One wonders 

if it would be up 
3 there with “Galaxy” 
had the touch of 
“Hot Fuzz” director 
Edgar Wright still 
been present. 


Jurassic World 
fede had) 

Colin Trevor- 
row’s take on the 
“Jurassic” franchise 
is silly, preposter- 


: Fury Road.” 


ous, and the best entry since 
the 1993 original. Yes, this one 
is about a dinosaur genetically 
modified to be bigger and bad- 
der than the rest, and yes, it is 
as over-the-top and dumb as you 
could possibly expect. But you 
don’t go to a “Jurassic” movie to 
see its characters wax philosoph- 
ical, do you? 

Chris Pratt and Bryce Dallas 
Howard play the leads. It would 
be a kindness to call these actors’ 
roles “characters,” as they barely 
edge their way into two-dimen- 
sional territory and engage in 
exchanges of dialogue that may 
or may not be unintentionally hi- 
larious. 

“| don’t control the raptors. 
It’s a relationship. It’s based on 
mutual respect,” says Pratt’s 
goofy dinosaur-trainer-dude, 
practically winking to the cam- 
era. “That’s why you and I never 
had a second date.” It comes out 
worse than it looks on paper. 

Howard and Pratt are charm- 
ing, however, which is more than 
you can say for the two little 
snots they bring along for this 
theme park adventure. Who are 
these young actors? Who cares? 

They’re easily the worst part 
of the movie, human props meant 
to give Howard’s strict aunty 
character some sort of ham-fist- 
ed character development. Ap- 
parently the writers didn’t care 
much for these boys either, be- 
cause there’s a scene about the 
impending divorce of their par- 
ents in the middle of the picture 
that comes out of nowhere, goes 
nowhere, and is forgotten by the 
end credits. 

Oh, right, but how about that 
good stuff? All right, the script 
is lame, but it’s lame in the best 
kind of way, best enjoyed guf- 
fawing with one’s friends over 
the corny dialogue. 

The acting is about as good as 
you'd expect for writing like this, 
especially Vincent D’Onofrio 
hamming up every minute as this 
film’s human baddie. 

The CGI is better than ever, 
blending into Trevorrow’s ex- 
pertly-directed action scenes re- 
alistically. And yeah, the Indomi- 
nus Rex is pretty cool. 

If only it’d taken a chunk out 
of those brats. 


